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1 Introduction

The AS and A level qualifications are designed to be appealing and engaging to students, while
preparing them for future study and work. An inspiring and culturally relevant course has been
developed, based on feedback from teachers, students, subject associations, academics and
advisors.

The qualification has a clear structure, which will enable students to develop advanced-level,
transferable language alongside a deeper cultural appreciation of Chinese and Chinese-speaking
culture. There is an emphasis on promoting understanding of grammar in order to allow
spontaneous, creative use of language to suit different purposes. The themes are engaging and
relevant, combining familiar and new content. Popular texts and films have been chosen, both
classical and contemporary.

There is clear progression from AS to A level. These are separate qualifications, but the
specifications have been designed so that students for AS and A level can be taught together.

This Getting Started guide provides an overview of the new AS and A level specifications, to help
you get to grips with the changes to content and assessment, and to help you understand what
these mean for you and your students.

We are providing a package of support to help you plan and implement the new specification.

e Planning: mapping documents to show how your old course matches the new A level; an
editable course planner; a student guide; and schemes of work which you can adapt to suit
your department

e Personal support: Alistair Drewery, Subject Advisor

e Teaching and learning: a range of guides containing practical approaches to areas such as
analysing films and literature, conducting research and essay writing; film and literature
PowerPoints to support you with teaching.

These support documents are available on the GCE 2016 Chinese pages on the Edexcel website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chinese-
2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%?2FTeaching-and-learning-
materials

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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2 What's changed?
2.1 How have AS and A level changed?

Changes to AS and A level qualifications

From September 2017, A level Chinese will be a fully linear qualification. This means that all
examinations must be sat (and the speaking assessment conducted) at the end of the course.
More information about the implications of the move to linear assessment is given on page 11.

From September 2017, AS level Chinese will be a stand-alone qualification. This means that it
cannot be used to contribute towards an A level Chinese grade. More information about the
relationship between AS and A level is given on page 9.

Changes to Assessment Objectives

The AS and A level languages Assessment Objectives have been revised.
There are two main changes to the Assessment Objectives:

e A new AO4 has been introduced. This requires knowledge, understanding and critical
response — and at A level analytical response — to cultural and social issues relating to
target-language communities.

e AO3 has a greater proportion of the marks than in the previous specification, and has a
subtly changed emphasis - there is greater emphasis now on active application of grammar
in generating new, independent language.

The Assessment Objectives are the same for both AS and A level, except in AO4.

AO1 Understand and respond:
20% e in speech to spoken language including face-to-face interaction
e in writing to spoken language drawn from a variety of sources

AO2 Understand and respond:
30% e in speech to written language drawn from a variety of sources
e in writing to written language drawn from a variety of sources

AO3 Manipulate the language accurately, in spoken and written forms, using
30% a range of lexis and structures
AO4 Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and
A level analytically to, different aspects of the culture and society of
0% countries/communities where the language is spoken
(o]
AO4 Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically to,
AS level different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities
0% where the language is spoken
(0]}
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2.2 Changes to Edexcel GCE Chinese

Specification overview

AS level
Paper 1 Listening, reading and Themes 1 and 2 | 1 hour 45 minutes 40%
translation
Paper 2 Written response to works Literary work or | 1 hour 40 minutes 30%
and translation film
Paper 3 Speaking (internally Themes 1 and 2 | 27-30 minutes, 30%
conducted and externally including 15
assessed) minutes’
preparation time
A level
Paper 1 Listening, reading and Themes 1, 2, 3 2 hours 40%
translation and 4
Paper 2 Written response to works Literary work; 2 hours 40 minutes | 30%
and translation film
Paper 3 Speaking (internally Independent 21-23 minutes, 30%
conducted and externally research, plus including 5 minutes’
assessed) Themes 1, 2, 3 preparation time
and 4

Changes to specification content

Specification content is now based around social, political and cultural themes, relating to the
Chinese language, culture and communities. This will enable students to gain a deeper
understanding of the culture related to their language of study, and ensure smooth progression
to further study. The themes and assessment model are also designed to promote the
development of transferable skills.

These changes are in line with reports published by the A-Level Content Advisory Board (ALCAB),
informed by academics, and the Department for Education (DfE), which consulted a range of
stakeholders. These reports were both strongly in favour of language A levels which foster ‘depth
of knowledge, effective understanding and intercultural competence,” (DfE). The reports also
identified a need for qualifications which develop transferable skills, especially research skills and
‘the capacity for critical thinking on the basis of knowledge of the language, culture and society
of the country or countries where the language is spoken’ (ALCAB).

Students taking only the AS will study two themes:
Theme 1: ERZEAMENEE
Theme 2: FEIX1E

Within these two broad themes there are a number of sub-themes, which can be found below.
The content of these themes is assessed in Paper 1 (listening, reading and translation), and
Paper 3 (speaking).

As part of the AS, students are also required to study either one text or one film, which will be
assessed in Paper 2 (the writing paper).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Students taking the A level will study four themes, of which the first two are the same as for the
AS:

Theme 1: EREAMESHEE

Theme 2: FEIX1E

Theme 3: BZEPWEAMLE

Theme 4: 1978 FUERNHFRENTE

Again there are a number of sub-themes, which can be found below. The content of these
themes is assessed in Paper 1 (listening, reading and translation) and Paper 3 (speaking).

Students at A level are also required to study either two texts, or one text and one film, which
will be assessed in Paper 2 (writing).

Moreover, at A level students will also be required to undertake an Independent Research
Project, which will be assessed in the second part of the speaking exam. Further detail on this
can be found in Section 5.4.

Comparison of the new specification to the legacy Edexcel specification

New specification

Previous specification

TR R

EREAMGHEE Education and employment
Theme 1
(AS and A level) RKEE Youth OR generation gap issues
HWERT in modern China
The development of ... cities ... in
terms of the ... social issues
Theme 2 PEIXXE Leisure, youth interests and
i Chinese festivals (New Year, Mid-
(AS and A level) . Autumn Festival, Dragon Boat
XL EE Festival, Ching Ming (Qing Ming))
Han nationality traditions: ... the
significance of the activities
associated with festival or
custom
Theme 3 EERHEALE Environment (energy, pollution
(Al | only) B ERH and environmental campaigns)
evel on RIS
v 4 40 e E T 1 The development of ... cities ... in
- terms of the environment,
economy ... issues
Theme 4 1978 FHEMKEPEMEZE The development of ... cities ... in
(A level only) g terms of the environment,
\ Y

economy or social issues
Transport, travel and tourism

Literary works

Prescribed list of works
e Characterisation

e Structure

e Stylistic features

e Concepts and issues

Study of literary works not
compulsory: students’ research
must relate to Chinese culture
and/or society but may or may
not relate to one of the
prescribed books or films.

Films

Prescribed list of films
e Characterisation

e Structure

e Contexts

e Techniques

Study of literary works not
compulsory: students’ research
must relate to Chinese culture
and/or society but may or may
not relate to one of the
prescribed books or films.
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Independent Must be linked to the social and Must link to Chinese culture
research cultural context of the Chinese- and/or society

(A level only)

speaking world

N/A

No equivalent in new specification | ynits 1. 2 and 3: Food. diet and
health
Unit 3 Research-based essay
topic areas:

e Modern history (20th
Century) 1911-1976

e Women’'s issues (1911 to the
present)

e Film: Nan Hai 13 (Mad
Phoenix)

e Film: Han Yan Cui (Mist Over
Dream Lake)

e Book: Ba Jin: Chun (Spring)

3 Planning

3.1 Planning and delivering linear AS and A level
courses

Naturally, the key difference of linear qualifications is that students need to retain all that they
have learned for examination at the end of the course. In terms of language learning, this is a
logical and positive development because students must retain and build on everything they
learn in order to master a language effectively.

In terms of planning, teachers will need to consider the following:

AS assessment is at the end of year 1, though can be done over two years if required;
students taking A level do not need to take AS examinations

A level assessment is at the end of year 2
retakes are only possible for the entire qualification, not for individual modules.

Course planning needs to cover:

two themes at AS and four themes at A level

one literary work or film at AS level and either two texts, or a text and a film, at A level
sufficient practice in listening, speaking, reading, writing and translation

a broad range of grammar and opportunities to use this to generate language independently
independent research at A level

development of critical and analytical thinking.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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3.2 Suggested resources

The Edexcel AS and A level course is supported by a range of resources:
Liu Xun — Practical Chinese Reader volume III volume IV

[Note that the following book aligns to the legacy specification and, as such, won’t provide
completely coverage of the new specification.]

Xiaoming Zhang — Chinese for A-Level (Cypress Book Co, 2006) ISBN 9781845700119
Our free online support for teachers includes:

e approaches to teaching film and literature

e guides on how to analyse a text and how to develop research skills

e PowerPoints to support the teaching and learning of film and literature.

Other useful resources include:

Grammar

Hung-nin Samuel Cheung in collaboration with Sze-yun Liu and Li-lin Shih — A Practical Chinese
Grammar (Chinese University Press, 2002)

Yip Po-Ching and Rimmington D — Intermediate Chinese: A Grammar and Workbook (Routledge,
2009)

Vocabulary
Vocabulary List (to be updated) provided by Edexcel
Literature

There are some books about the authors on the AS and A level specifications, though this is by
no means an exhaustive list:

IR ORFE - REE . (FEBERAXE=1%F) - xR ERKBLM - 1998 -
BE . (PREXERBE - BXH) - &8 =HEE - 2016 -
BHE . (WEmmEXR . MsEE) - adt: XFM&R - 2000 -

Films

An internet search for your chosen film should generate plenty of resources. Some examples
about the film directors include:

BIREL : (FrEERMEE)  &E E5EEZ 1998 -
BEN . (EEBEFM) FtiE (FFEXFM) - PEAELRAT - 2017 -
T/NRD . CEEROAM) - E8  EBEARSBLMRM - 2015 -

Newspapers, television and radio
http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/asian-newspapers.htm#south-east-asia

http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp (This is run by BBC in both traditional and simplified
characters.)

http://www.rthk.hk/ (This is the public broadcasting service of Hong Kong, which provides radio
and television programmes mainly in Cantonese and some in Mandarin. A lot of their television
programmes provide Chinese subtitles.)

http://tv.cctv.com/ (This is China’s state television broadcasted in Mandarin.)

You will also find several English sites with resources to support the films at filmeducation.org.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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3.3 Co-teaching AS and A level

AS and A level have the same basic structure and overlapping content to facilitate co-teaching. It

will be possible to teach Themes 1 and 2 and one literary work or film to both AS and A level
students.

A level students will, however, need to achieve a higher level, in terms of both linguistic and
cognitive development. This means that:

e A level students should receive extension work during the first year, encouraging them to
develop beyond the requirements of AS

e work from Themes 1 and 2 and the first literary work/film may need to be revisited in year 2

to ensure that students fully apply their more developed linguistic and cognitive skills to the
content.

3.4 Delivery models

Possible models for course planning include:

Model 1
Year 1 Theme 1 Literary Grammar revision Skills 5
work/Film - °©5
AS & A Theme 2 / Grammar o - > %
level development < g’é § §
.. ©
Revision (AS students) o = o 85
- C = o GC)
Year 2 Theme 3 Literary Grammar revision % Ny E’ B =
work/Film L ~c L}
A level Theme 4 / Grammar A= % S
only development % = >
7] ; _ =
Revision = <
Model 2
Year 1 Theme 1 Grammar | Skills
AS & A level Theme 2 -
(@)}
~ C
Literary work/Film 25 o
£Tc
Revision (AS students) = § %%
c 9 0 o
Year 2 Theme 3 S E S ="
2 o 505
A level only Theme 4 é E o @3
[} o ~©
Independent research o ug E' c
X ©
Literary work/Film SRS
)
Revision

Model 1 offers a more integrated learning experience, developing all skills together, whereas
Model 2 presents a clearer order. Model 1 is potentially more complex to manage, but Model 2
could result in teachers and students running out of time on the second literary work/film and
independent research.

More detailed Schemes of work and other useful planning documents are available as free
resources on the Edexcel website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chinese-
2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%_2FTeaching-and-learning-
materials
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4 Content guidance

The themes and sub-themes identified below are vehicles for the development of linguistic and
cognitive skills, as well as cross-cultural awareness. Assessment is predominantly related to the
ability to use the target language. Assessment will take place within the themes and sub-themes.

Students will need to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and critical — and at A level,
analytical — response relating to the target language community and culture.

4.1 Themes and sub-themes

Theme 1 Changes in contemporary Chinese society

(AS and A
level)

Theme 1 EREALSHNEE

R

REAETE
(A9
ZHEERTE]

AOZHE

HBEETF

BREE
TrrikE
TENAEERF &

When exploring each sub-theme, teachers and students may wish to refer to the key
words and phrases listed below in addition to other relevant words and phrases. These

lists are not exhaustive but simply provide a starting point.

Theme 1 Changes in contemporary Chinese society

Family (family structure and the generation gap; family planning and ageing

population)

Traditional Chinese English words Simplified Chinese
characters characters
A =
,7_?\,;_?\, atmosphere E\é‘?\.

&It/ EF faid / BF
ffz‘\' % busy, lively ,\\\Iﬂ

,%%%1‘%%1‘% charitable organisation %%*ﬂ,*@

10 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
3 close i
FRit &

Hgh considerate

HeEh {RNg

divorce

4

elderly person living alone

REZA

/u\h% / r%lu\

emotion/affection

&5 / 18Rk

?ﬁ% ‘empty nest’ i.—\qﬁ
Q;E'éﬁ'é entertainment QBDE/EJ:\

RRItE / 5t

facilities

iRt / IR

=TEIES / ERTE

family planning

HIES /
ZRBELT X

R BERI

family size

R BEIER

filial obedience

Z i

e

,E\j%% finances )n\j%
J%’E —— friction Fé*@
happiness

e

*D"tb

harmonious

ik

xBE / 1EF

household

xRE / 1£F

*iw

housewife

Fi3

Kim [ KE

husband and wife / a
couple

S EVES

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
ﬁjﬁ independent a,mﬁ
N lat rri N

BRAE / IS e e BRAE / 1RYS

Ap ap

o [ =]=] lonel
& / IR e AR / e
=S e =S

marriage

JEIA

IR

TR / IR

matchmaker /
intermediary

TR / 18R

B

medical care

E3ig

sClR / [EIE

memories

1C12 / 8112

R / BT

nanny / helper

R / BT

nuclear family

fOEBE IDRE
E% older generation K%

BEFL

only child

JREFL

YR/ ER

ordinary people / residents

YR/ BER

1 Balk /
REFLERE

parent-child relationship

FFRER/
REFLLRER

‘A / &EE

pension

BAE / FFEE

RIEE / D%

property

W37 / gl

IR

psyche / mind

IR

12

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.




LN

Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

EAS

BA /B e SEN [ EB
reluctant

aBNE

YN A

residential care home for
the elderly

BNt / &

et

satisfactory (life)

e =
=i

B2

services for the aged

FERS

BE

single

BE

LIRS

social security

TR

three generations under
the same roof

=RREZE

to accompany

P

to arrange

to be concerned about

to be tolerant

to depend on / rely on

HKIE / MKt

to discipline (a child)

=%

to enjoy later life

TEMGRTF

to fall ill

JRER

to forgive

JRIR

iE]E

to get on (with someone)

EKLS

to give up one’s seat

g

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese English words Simplified Chinese
characters characters

RHE / R9%F o oreet [BHE / [E1%F

PR / =K oS RIS /KK

Eﬂ% to improve Eﬁ%
E{E to live (dwell) E{E
,%H%Eﬁ to organise gﬂé,l:l
%5& to pay respect %ﬁﬁ
fRf o proviee FEqH
E5i% / 55T 0 sporl (8 D IR [ B
1% S

§Eg§ unmarried ;E&%

#&% upbringing ;&%

(B MEW

=7 warm =7
itiv it

SR BRI

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Theme 1 Changes in contemporary Chinese society

Education and the world of work (school life and student issues; work
opportunities and work-life balance)

Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

25

academic qualification

=h

P

achievement

D%

= WS adventurous — WS

= RS =izt
apprentice pre

2t - S
b

2@/ 58 Et/ £A
busy

|

EiC

&

campus / school grounds

1

BeS1 / A48 BES1 / A4
EE =\

Eyé% certificate i«IE :F.l;

Bk kg
/L;\,%%,%l civil servant /LA\%E

colleague

communication skills

iBIERET] A 1ERE
M T competition
IS =

course / programme

curiosity

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
I / B nedimee IS & / B
Rz s

S iHie

=5 =5

gzﬁz%__( efficiency 7‘;&2%3

E,% employee E J'%

extracurricular activities

RINED]

] / kg

fluent (in a language)

il /TR

==z

freedom

==z

K:H / RIS

friendship

KiE | &%

¥

hard / tough

¥

=S

hostel, dormitory, hall of
residence

=S

AlFr / A=

innovative / creative

BlIFr / I

TrEmER

job satisfaction

TEmER

53 / R

kindergarten

)Ll / Gt

Rk

knowledge

FIR

BEME / 188

learned (person)

BFA / BF

ZRIFE / BREE

leisure time

Z=AETE /

16
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

/ INERSE

IRIBERATE] /
(RIRATE

management

B

manual labour

{73555

office

PINE

~5E§Ejj / ‘%%Hb / ~955E

potential

0 / 8/ BIR

(BES

professions and trades

1Tl

HUX

professor

HX

FHE

promotion (in a job)

FHE

HRES{CIE / 1RESHGS

recruitment agency

HRESEE /
RIS

5T ressereh 5T
::Tfﬂat resignation E;I':'HR
%% scholar .L.%'%
;lg,%@ scholarship é@?‘—%
B senoet pulvns R
S e /et
E{% self-confident / confidence E{%
%—% specialism %ili

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
AR spoon-feeding approach BT
=F struggle Z=3l
A talented / qualified people A
=] to ask for leave / holiday e

EonslE /LR

to attend a lecture

DFriFEE / iR

PSS

to be unemployed

sl

to fit in with

TEfE &N
to give up drugs
m% Ive u ru m%

2

to instill (knowledge)

P

el / Ei2

to master (a subject)

BiE / EiE

to obtain employment

Al

to operate a business

e JJoshe = = —H—
LA [ ZEER/ BB
— to practise / put into ——
féil@% practice %ﬂ%
5157 to receive private tuition =
HE S
—_— to run a company —
NG AT
%% to scold %T

to set up a business

to take initiative

T T{E

to work shifts

I T{F

18
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Traditional Chinese English words Simplified Chinese
characters characters
j(%-%{ﬁ university degree i\\?\?’{ﬁ

/:'_Eﬁ;& vacancy §ﬁ;&

%‘,Ej wisdom %‘f‘zj

TArRaAL / B ek postten TAERENL / Bz

Theme 2 Chinese culture

Theme 2 | FEIXIE L o HE (B
f:vsela)”d A chkE - EBIE )
o« B
XALEE) (B hE L BRI
o T
o i
o [HiE

When exploring each sub-theme, teachers and students may wish to refer to the key
words and phrases listed below in addition to other relevant words and phrases. These
lists are not exhaustive but simply provide a starting point.

Theme 2 Chinese culture

Traditions (festivals (Spring Festival; Dragon Boat Festival; Mid-autumn
Festival; Qing Ming Festival) and customs)

Traditional Chinese English words Simplified Chinese
characters characters

?ﬂ?ﬁ ancestors ?E;E

-3 auspicious -+

= 1F =1

1-/]-% bamboo leaves T/J_u_l_

'ﬁ%?& Buddhism 1#;#&

ﬁ%ﬁ}iﬁﬁ Chang E goes to the moon ﬂ%‘ﬂ}ﬁﬁﬁ

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
Chinese lunar calendar

===

=3 il

Chinese New Year food

RERMm

Chinese New Year’s Day

IER¥—

fr57

Chinese New Year’s Eve

fr5

FIRER / BEFER

Chinese New Year’'s Eve
family dinner

FRIR / BIFR

£H /B

Chinese zodiac animals

£H / BHE

AR

civilisation

SBH

GESL4

commercialised

EIRIZ54

MEE

cultural value

AAME

dragon boat races

EhE =R
%U,%ﬁ embroidery %UZ%
folk

ERiE]

funeral rituals

HEEC (S Bz RV
*ﬁ':%ﬂé glutinous rice *ﬁ%ﬂé
;\% glutinous rice balls ;ﬁ

god / goddess /
supernatural / being
immortal

el

God of Wealth

A4

grave sweeping

HE

20
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
habit / be accustomed to

3=

=18 SR

FTEMm

handicraft items

FITZ6M

KA K5

JBEE T4

fER &35

H3EA H3EA

NI LRI

SIS PSR A
myth

fHEE

RIS

national minorities

D ERIK

R
nw

New Year cake

K%

E;j,%EE paper cuts EE?EE
Qu Yuan
JEIR

JEIR

Bpris / KIE98 /
Al

red packet money / gift

money

EZt% / 598 /
lss54

Confucianism

R B
%—gﬂ sacrificial offerings %—3%
a8 Boat Festaly | D
/E‘_ﬁ;_f\, seasonal division points __I|_j._/_=\'

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

BRI

sense of belonging

3%

; —
SA[E] Rk

sense of identity

NG

EREEmE / 5%

Spring Festival Gala

ETWRNIGES /

&R

— titi —
J\\*_{E superstitious iﬂé{ﬁ
= taboo =
ZISION ZISICHN

Taoism
EES EES
temple

4H
B

~7J&

il
I

to admire the full moon

F15%

to beat drums

S

to burn incense

JEARE

to burn paper money
(ritual money)

B

to celebrate the Chinese
New Year

KIFhR

to clean up the house (on
Chinese New Year’s Eve)

to congratulate,

== ==
7N = congratulations 7N =
s to celebrate / celebration N
B/ EE R/ =R
o Y to decorate .
4Ehm / e/ 1B5R r =

to do shopping for the
Spring Festival

to enjoy, appreciate

22
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
. / .! to get together as a family . / ..
E}% to give a present EZ‘ L

&S comrysige | BT

EINVEPNEIN

to originate from

BT/ KIRET

/T

to pass away / die

At/ Y

HEE

to pass from generation to
generation

RS

1

to pray for blessing (good
fortune)

K=

Igl l_l\/ mu/ l_l\

to remember,
commemorate

NS/

B X

to seek good fortune and
avoid mishaps

ETEX

BT

to set off fireworks

to stay up all night on

;_F% Chinese New Year’'s Eve ;_FE
,EL\E,\,/_:’L: to think about, long for ,EL\E,I\,/_:’J
j&?:{zﬁi to visit the flower fair ﬁ:f:{gl_"i
Eata) Crinese amao | SEIEHD

to wish someone a happy
Chinese New Year

to write New Year'’s
couplets

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.

23



S LA

Theme 2 Chinese culture

Cultural activities (films, television, music and reading (in relation to Chinese

culture))

Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

=z

=~

—_—
in]]2
cud

characters characters

Vi * Sk

S mess S

%%% ballet %éﬁ%

A0S REA
biography

f&ic

box office revenue

ZEIWA ZHEWA
55% cartoon ;%@

=R/ FBR

cartoon film

[T St

EkEn g / EsEg | " RTE /
=prasl=

&IEE =1z

E, \%g?é classical music $ﬁﬂi-:é:5:\

= comedy =l

curtain up / open / begin

H
3

detective

(ISR TR
[UEN di N
E;Eiz irector «E_;’-;Eiz
ﬁ%&):ll_ disaster film WX&H_

24
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
,%aﬁiﬁr documentary ZE‘,%H‘
E,%EEU drama series Eééﬁﬁﬂ

entertainment industry

IR RE

KE!

—#A —#A
\,%%\_;,2 excellent *%_,2
?Z\* film fan ?2)&6
TP fim ster FHE/RRE
ﬁ%ﬁ folk song EE}K
E8%E EZA8HE
Eg guzheng (Chinese zither) E%—
,I&'I‘FE H_ horror film /IQ,\'I;FE )=|L
ShPIEEE AN
2 \n:ﬂ, / {':“U\ information /I'S'L:Fl, / 1,:.,l_,\
large scale

RE

ES=:

main role / character

ES=:

R A

martial arts film

R A

IU\E)J

moving / to feel moved

JRYT]

gz

musical instrument

AN

INER

novel

/g
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
N opera (Chinese) N
B X HH
= opera (Western) =
SRE A
i=1=1 photography =
HERY TR/
@mg piano %mg
IEIEE pipa FEEE
=] Eb
plot
Bl / 1550 RIS/ 1B
poetry S==HTh

= / 158K

RIES Pop concert RIES
AT Populer AT
%&jz prose %&jz
H reader i
BEAE reaity show BEAE
e rode el IR

=] )

role / character

=] 2)

e/ Bi5 romance BB/ =5
2 e IR
scene

Z5 / B

=/

=Y

science fiction/fantasy

SYA

[y

score (of a film)

Aok

26
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

4mE

scriptwriter

il

21

sensational

KBTS

sense of humour

[ B S ALV
N N h N N
B/ RE/F o B/ RE/ B
EE stage SHEZA
= 7+
t
ES - EE}
ET%%E%T strange / weird E’f%%_ %7'

B/ AE

subject matter

By / A

ifyz:

supporting actor

[ilyzz

to broadcast

I 1%

to film / photograph,

photography

HR

to sing and dance

B

tragedy

ARl

BT / 85

trend

e i EES

BREFA

TV presenter

FEEAERFA

variety show

= trETH

N id N

1H5E e ST

IR EE e IR EE
war film

BEA

e A
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characters

Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

BT

weekly magazine

T

B / 1FE&

writer

B / 1F&

Theme 3 Evolving Chinese society

Theme 3
(A level

only)

RETOENLE

B o EHHE
o iR

CERIEE o WERE
o IRIFIRE

Theme 3 Evolving Chinese society

Communications and technology (Internet and social media)

characters

Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

MRF / DRSR

account

K / IKS

FEFFEC

application (app)

Rz FRFETC

fRESR LS

audio-visual entertainment

RO

B/ RIE

broadband

SRt Sak
B / Baol

o

button (on a computer
screen)

&l

BER | BER

cable / wireless

Btk [ Ttk

i

community

i

{RIChRIE

copyright infringement

{RIChRIN

BHSSiB

EEE?EFE? cyberspace }Iﬁj“u?ilﬁ_]
G G
digital divide

TR

28
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
== = electronic book (e-book) N
emoticon / emoji
=IEFTR =ERS
2ES e =ES
4= firewall +
B K BA KA
A = f N —
i i
ZNTTH Google ZNTTH
) C)
o= = nocker =/ 7%=
oot hit rate -
BREER o R
image
Sl =R
71325 information flow S AT S
&EiniE / EERE RmE /
glu\;ilbi%.

48R / K

43

internet addiction

MBS /
LR £

[SEiREET R

internet age

BERMIET(S

A /‘.l'\lnl_.ln\l:l

interpersonal network

NBRI4%

keyboard

GEEE

[5E%F ] Thge

“like” function (Facebook)

[%%%F | Thee

A

log on/sign in

A

KRS

mass media

PAVANIS LS
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
N ricroser DY
TREnaE moblle meda TRANRR
a5 mouse B
ZyRaEED mulimedaproducts | ZIRAFE R

netizen

g B

4 LEEYD

online shopping

g _E= 9477

EAZER

personal data

TAZEH

B2ik7 / 315 / $%58E

FARS / BEFA privacy FABS / BaFA
ﬁ% screen E%
E ﬁ?ﬁﬁéﬁgu self-control E ?‘Z}% |J

BN / 315 / #%58¢

(SEER

smart phone

BREFH

HRPA

social platform

HRPA

B4 / BREE

software

B4 / BRI

ARREEEFT

status updates

RESEHT

AR

tablet

SFAREE A

AR / Br

to be offline

B / Bl

48/ 4R

to be online

EM/ £

il

to browse

R
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
85 oo =il
AWE o et BUfE
7:':J,E\IJ_'_I to cut and paste EEJH\IJJ_

il]1Z3

to delete (a message)

il 23

EHE1L / HFE

to digitise

S / L

REER

to express views

RILEN

(e o g0l KiE
)\{% to hack into )\1%
PN o et TN
BE) / 357k o fnterect Hxf] / 357
§§HE to invent EEE
Bhin / B o it / IR
%ﬁ]ﬁ, to navigate -%’-El}?b
T ﬂE to operate (a computer) L”T%«E

to refresh (computer
screen)

ks

to leave a message

= =
i o B
e et 193
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

=gis

to take a selfie

=Eis

BTG

to update a post

SEFL T

ixssrE /B

R i R

FAF / (£FRE = FAF / (£FRE

R4 / (EFERE | FFE /
(&R

S5-I
REREH

[EHHRE / FERHH R

virtual reality

BEHABASE /
FEEAHSR

Weibo

i i
S e s

Theme 3 Evolving Chinese society

Economy and environment (economic developments; environmental

protection)

Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
o adjustment .
=|£| E3

| e
Sa/l= air S'a /=
=R =5

IR RE SR,

awareness of
environmental protection

INERIPRIR

AE

bacteria

HE

32
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
NN — bubble economy Y1348
YRR S JBIREST

JARR

iéleg capital L%ZIS
iéSZIKSX capitalist ;IJ%ZES;(
coal

WARR

(REE / IRE

conservation

RIF / RS

TFEIEH / #I8H

construction project

TiEmH / #irIn

HE

consumption

HEE e NEEe)

ﬁ$ deficit /ilﬁ?

_;%;k demand (in economics) _;,:%\ .

%;#1{ desertification ;%;E1%

BX /8 arougnt BR/FE
ecological

emission reduction targets

HEE R

entrepreneur

kR

export

[

TR

financial crisis

ERECH
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

K/ HKEE

flooding

KK [ HKZE

=S

globalisation

=SS

ARMIEED

greening campaign

231

NEERIE

gross domestic product
(GDP)

REFRME

e

growth (in economics)

i

WE /iBR / 1F

hygienic / clean

BE/EE/T#

N / W

- imbalance -
Sty B Sty
iE_I:' import iEI:l

income

N / W

=BEES

infectious disease

ER%

BEwE/ EE B ERAK / ERK
Eﬁ%@%’i infrastructure Eﬁﬂj@iﬁ

j;nié investment }ﬁ%ﬁ

'%E}Jjj labour force %z_;j]jj
Ri=flz e benefts /| SR
%@E‘n luxury goods 21555

%ﬁﬁ% manufacturing industry %Uﬁﬂ.k

e

nuclear power station

ZERuh

BELFRE / Pefit

obstacle

BEES / B=ES

34
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
3% 35
TS =R
5‘%7}( polluted water 5‘%7](

B

price of goods

N

i

profits

i

i7hez / 1FARE

protocol/agreement

N / 1E

O RR Javay
me /B

quality

mlta / RE

HE

quantity

HE

FEithE

real estate / property

FEith=

i1/ R

regulations

=R/ FR

N

Renminbi

N

ABEREIR

renewable energy

H

BEREIR

rich (in the sense of varied

fR/D> / FRZ / FEHR

%E‘E‘; and excellent) EEEE.;
@ﬁ% sales %%,,%
shares
e e
shortage

&
C

[ TRZ [ TSR

slowdown (in economics)

smog

sunlight
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
supply (in economics)
{HiE Ry
A surplus
‘iR BR

Al FFEL R

sustainable development

SRR

il

taxation

I

IR,

to breathe

IR,

=it

to deteriorate

it

HEED

to drive (growth)

HET))

L=

to generate electricity

A

=137

to prevent

HE / £E

to produce

to treasure

2ia 215
el =1 trade deficit [ =
BZE BRYE
573%” ,\% trade surplus E’i%”l}ﬁ%

o
e
i

unemployment rate

N

:z:
o
S

water resources
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Theme 4 The impact of reform and opening up in 1978 on China

Theme 4
(A level ¥¢¢'|§_2|E’]%9%
only)

1978 FEFHK

BE .

EEIE
HERKER T
B E

hIEEAf% .

B85
MXAEZRA

HERM

Theme 4 The impact of reform and opening up in 1978 on China

Reform (rich-poor gap; super-cities; urban migration)

Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

BXEFO

agricultural household

RUEO

B

arable land

B0

BEAEES

basic needs in life

BEAEES

BXEH

capitalism

BAREN

BTRE

children left behind in rural
areas

BTRE

Bt/ EB%

Chinese people (the ‘old
hundred surnames’)

Bt/ EB%

A=

coastal areas

EEiX

YA

competitiveness

=FS]

SR

Deng Xiaoping

B/

E&

NEE:

&

densely populated

E&

NEE:

&

545

discrimination

52

N LS
1

enough to eat and wear

um L@,

Mok / R

expansion

TR/ ¥ K
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
/J\Fi?\j:g fairly well-off society /J\Fi?‘j:%
NF e NF
}%ﬁ farmers / peasants &E

floating population

I AH

gap between urban and
rural areas

Mo ER

government

BT

#EED

grants

%NS

ERERESR

high-technology / high-
tech enterprises

BRI

ERFPOE

household register

BFRFPOE

FFEHIE

household registration
system

PFEHIESIE

x5/ 1EE / BE

housing

T/ 1FE/BE

UNEWA=

in debt

Rfx / Tfx

IANAFF

income inequality

AT

HELD

labour disputes

SR

SEEERT

labour-intensive industries

SR Tl

A

I=EN

At / itb ane Fitb / it
%EE livelihood EEE

AAS=ER
BRETN

(I A

low-skilled worker

GEFT AN
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

alt

measures

faht

HTBEE

middle and lower classes
(in society)

TR

ERITL /KL

migrant workers

ERI/RI

1B

migration

%

HETE

minimum wage

&R T&R

FFREFO

non-agricultural household

eI AN

BEBER

preferential policy

RBER

PETEFE

private enterprises

AERI

productivity

EES &7
il prosperity i

] R
ZIN province

i

N

public facilities

N3

Eap ]

reform of state-owned
enterprises

ESMal ]

TR / =

rights

XA / e

HET / 24T

rural areas / villages

E2 W]

=|’=‘/\§

second-class citizens

:E/\%

ISEEES

service industry / sector

ARSSk

EF'Q'\:E

sino-foreign joint venture

PIMER

HEFE

social conflicts

T=FR
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
HEEE socel stanilty HeiEE
e TEmiE soclalist market economy | itk W FHIBER
A Specal economiczone | g=aTAE I

HEIKE

standard of living

4K

shfs

status

M TR

sweatshop

to alleviate / ease
(pressure)

28

to enjoy (rights)

t
Al

AR, [ RS

to ignore / neglect

=
Eis / B2

to implement (policies)

=
~ |
o3

i
I/}

lﬁ},
&

S

~

to lag behind

Tkt

T

tH

to launch (a policy)

it pas

to leave one’s
homeland/hometown

=

Bl
et

S

S5
=

to lift oneself out of
poverty

P
U);thEﬁﬂ

==
X

a

RRE

to make a living

IR

/0N /R

to reduce

aa/)N /R

W&

to relax (restrictions)

S

B

to restrict / limit

B

KT/ 255/ TR

to support

KIF /255 /TR
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Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

characters characters
—_ - traffic congestion —_ -
REIEZE R BIEZE

[A)_ERED

upward mobility (in
society)

[A)_EiRan

IR / it

urbanisation

IR / BT

G U2N — Wealthy 3N\ —

B/ B8 B/ B8R

_I_E_%WJ Ezﬂgj‘z World Trade Organisation 'Iﬁﬁwj EQHQD
1=873im ) (WTO) yak7/s - = 2N

Theme 4 The impact of reform and opening up in 1978 on China

China-United Kingdom relations (trade; cultural exchanges; educational

exchanges)

Traditional Chinese

English words

Simplified Chinese

&)

characters characters
Y dvi ST
2/ BR e 2N/ B
EST0S) e P2/ N
artifacts

)

e E R IR EIRTT
/ EEIRAT

Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB)

o ERIRFEIR BRI T
/ EEiAT

%5173

attractiveness

%5173

Belt and Road initiative

—H— g —H— g
o boarding schools X
FESER FEFIR
brand / brand name
mah# aah#

British Council

RS AR REM DS
%%%% bilateral trade Yﬂiﬂf—ﬂ%
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

[SESCSEY

commercial group

[EIRI%:SFi

L 28

Confucius Institute

LFFhe

Lyl

consortium

]

Tats / EReE

constructive

Rtk / Bt

&/ B2/ Ak

contact(s)

fxfd / BRE / ARk

contribution

afE

co-operation

afE

AIEAT

creative talents

BIEAT

MALIEE

cultural heritage

AR

sy

KR Ay

cutting-edge products

AR v

N Taaler

FRE

delegation

ZRHE

IEIERZR

developed nations

KIKEZR

FREPEIZ

developing nations

A EPEER

SRR

dialogue

XJ1E

ZTTX

diverse cultures /
multicultural

ZITX

entry visa

w7 s 25D
NIEZRRE NEZIIE
S exchange of ideas Ty
BT BB/

ATIREE [ BHRE

exchange students

AT / 3LHRAE

BipatEl

exchange visit programme

Bty

42
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

EEPORIE / EEEEANE | 0 L JRNR /
BlATR

ES=70) rim festival S

S financial centre SR

Fjﬁ% frequent ’f}ﬁ%’g

B/ RE e Be | BE

IRDMREY / BUFSAREY

global vision / horizons

INERALES /
EFRLES

U ERFT

government departments

BUAFERI )

AR / A&

harmony

MRS / F0UE

higher education

BEHE BEHE
T/ BE% repeer R/ BE
internship

\

)
Il

—

RSB

London Stock Exchange

o/ AT

meetings

BETH / HEIERE

mutual understanding

]

negotiation

Il

B

\

-~

officials
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

BIME / BEE

overseas students

S / SBRseE

BIRIER

partnership

(NG S

peace

FI

performing arts

REST FESN
g%% retail industry 5’3?%&]1
ELBEAE risk / hazard RLB@

sister city relationships

AR SR

soft power

BRELT]

state leaders

TRBEN ERFASA
%H]% strategy %Iﬂg

15 % strengths / advantages 1 jﬁ%’

%T‘E / %g study tour \j. / %m.
RIEE / BE BlER / BER
ﬁ%ﬁé symphony orchestra 345”@5:\

BBt/ R o S /

taste (in aesthetics)

mlk / IR&73 /
%-’;‘:“'
Loa]

teaching methods

HFFA

R / 1#EE

to broaden (horizons)

HRE / iE
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Traditional Chinese
characters

English words

Simplified Chinese
characters

17ReE / WS

to co-ordinate

E / 5t

{(BIE / 1=Ft / H#EE

to promote / further the
progress of

(i / 1=Ft / H#Ea]

gH) /&

to sponsor (an event)

2R / RED

N5 / Z[E

to strengthen

fiN5g / ILE]

HERIAIEE /
HEREEAORE

topics of common interest

HEX ORI /
HEKIERIE)E

total value

IE\{E

tour (theatrical)

KalE / KiE

transaction

X5 X5
-y two-way communication / -2
EXEF:T_I/ \IJ‘_I% interaction yﬂlﬁlé&:ﬁ
44 N United Nations M A
B BB

B

vocational education

BV E

HR—R

world-class

HHR—AR

Themes 1, 2 and 3 relate to the wider Chinese-speaking world. Theme 4 relates to China only.
This means that in the listening, reading and translation papers, the content may be related to a
country other than China, though only standard Chinese will be used. In the speaking test,
students will not be asked to demonstrate specific knowledge about one particular country, but
they must be able to justify their viewpoints in relation to a Chinese-speaking country they have
studied. Note that the listening and speaking assessments will be available in Mandarin and

Cantonese.

Teachers should refer to the guides and other resources available on the Edexcel website for
support on how to approach the themes.
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4.2 Prescribed works

Literary AS

works o EXS: (—EWEMET), 2014 (short story)

o WiEE: (HEES) (ERE, (BEEMNTER%T), 1960 (autobiographical
novel) *[Students who choose this work must study both short
stories]

A level (in addition to the AS titles)

o EBaA: (¥4, 1921 (novel)

Films AS

o (FERIE—B) (X% (BEEHRK) - (FATEE) ) (EE5.EAE),

2007

o (RKEMBHRK)(EE:FF#E), 2008
A level (in addition to the AS titles)
o (+LtmMERE) (EE: X/ AN), 2001

For each of the prescribed literary works and films there is a teaching PowerPoint on the
Edexcel website. The teaching PowerPoint gives detailed information on:

e Author/director

e Relevant background

e Plot

e Main character(s)

e Themes

e Important quotations/dialogue and scenes
e Reference materials and extended reading

You can access them by clicking on this link.
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e b A
5 Assessment guidance

5.1 Implications of linear assessment

e AS level assessment is at the end of year 1; students taking A level need not take AS level
examinations.

e A level assessment is at the end of year 2.
e Retakes are only possible for the entire qualification, not for individual modules.

e Some centres may wish to use AS level as an end-of-year assessment, but this is not
compulsory.

5.2 Breakdown of Assessment Objectives

The structure of the AS and A level is identical. The breakdown of Assessment Objectives by
paper will be as follows:

Paper AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total
1 Listening, 15 25 - - 40%
reading and

translation

2 Written - - 20 10 30%
response to

works and

translation

3 Speaking 5 5 10 10 30%
Total 20 30 30 20 100%

5.3 Assessment overview

AS level
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes
40% of the qualification

64 marks

The paper is split into three sections:

Section A is a listening assessment based on a recording, featuring male and female Chinese
speakers, covering Themes 1 and 2. Students will respond to comprehension questions in the
target language, based on a variety of contexts and sources. Recordings of spoken Chinese will
be available in Mandarin and Cantonese.

Question formats require multiple-choice and open responses. Responses in the target
language are required, but students will not be marked on their quality of language. They will
also be required to produce a short summary in English. Questions do not require students to
respond in full sentences. They can respond using single words of phrases.

This section is worth 24 marks.

Students will have control of the listening player and we recommend they spend no more than
45 minutes on this section.
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Section B is a reading assessment based on a variety of text-types and genres. The texts
contain both factual and abstract content and will be authentic or adapted from authentic
sources, written for different purposes and audiences.

Question formats require both multiple-choice and open responses. Questions are set in
Chinese and responses must be in Chinese, though students will not be marked on their quality
of language unless it impedes communication.

The reading comprehension will require students to:
e understand the main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material
e infer meaning from complex spoken and written material

e assimilate and use information from spoken and written sources, including material from
online media.

This section is worth 28 marks.

For questions in which students respond in the target language, they may use words from the
listening passage or reading extract, but they must not transcribe or copy down whole sections.
For example:

Text: FEAEBREZE - REEEHEMBE - EEFR Y - BEULUBBRA - ME - EXNRKERSEHAZE
a8 IRIBREE

Question: EEABTEEEE?
Rewardable answer: EMBEENAEZER -

Non-rewardable answer: FEAEBMEEE - RZEEEAMBEE - FEEFR T - BoLUBIERA - MA -
BERNFEEEEHAZENR - RIEREE -
Students who copy the whole section, as exemplified above as the non-rewardable answer,

would not be awarded any marks without extracting the key information, BMBEEFMAEZEH. This is

because it does not render an accurate answer to the question. However, as the exemplified
rewardable answer shows, students may still use words from the listening passage or reading
extract.

We recommend students spend no more than 45 minutes on this section.

Section C is a translation into English and is worth 12 marks. The content of the translation will
come from Themes 1 or 2.

We recommend students spend no more than 15 minutes on this section.
Note: students are not permitted access to a dictionary during the examination.

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation

Written examination: 1 hour and 40 minutes
30% of the qualification
60 marks

This paper includes a translation exercise from English into Chinese. The content of this passage
will relate to either of the two prescribed themes. This forms Section A of the paper and is worth
20 marks. We recommend students spend no more than 25 minutes on this section.

The main part of this paper requires an extended response on either one literary text or one
film listed in Appendix 2 of the specification: Prescribed literary texts and films. The questions
on the literary texts are in Section B and those for the films are in Section C. The essay is worth
40 marks.

The recommended word count for the extended response is 225-300 Chinese characters.
However, this is guidance only and everything students write will be marked.

48

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.



18

In each of Sections B and C, students have a choice of two questions. Students must only
respond to one from either Section B or Section C. There are bullet points to help them
structure their answer. It is not compulsory to use the bullet points in a response. However, as
can be seen in the indicative content, the bullet points do generally refer to the most obvious
responses. If students are able to respond to the question fully, without using the bullet
points, then they will, of course, be rewarded for doing so. They will not be penalised if they do
not use the bullet points but have provided a full and relevant response.

Note: students are not permitted access to a dictionary or any documentation relating to the
works during the examination.

Paper 3: Speaking

Internally conducted and externally assessed

Total assessment time: between 27 and 30 minutes, which includes a single period of 15
minutes’ formal preparation time

30% of the qualification
72 marks

Task 1 is related to Theme 1 and requires students to read and respond to two short texts,
followed by a wider discussion on the sub-theme.

Task 2 is related to Theme 2 and requires students to undertake a discussion on one sub-theme.
The assessment will be available in Mandarin and Cantonese.

Full details of the speaking assessment can be found in Section 5.4.

Note: students are not permitted access to a dictionary during the examination.

A level

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation

Written examination: 2 hours
40% of the qualification
80 marks

Section A is a listening assessment based on a recording, featuring male and female Chinese
speakers, covering Themes 1, 2, 3 and 4. Students will respond to comprehension questions in
the target language, based on a variety of contexts and sources. Recordings of spoken Chinese
will be available in Mandarin and Cantonese.

Question formats require multiple-choice and open responses.

Responses in the target language are required, but students will not be marked on their quality
of language. They will also be required to produce a short summary in Chinese. Questions do not
require students to respond in full sentences. They can respond using single words of phrases.

This section is worth 30 marks.

Students will have control of the listening player and we recommend they spend no more than
50 minutes on this section.

Section B is a reading assessment based on a variety of text-types and genres.

Question formats require both multiple-choice and open response. Questions are set in Chinese
and responses in Chinese are required, though students will not be marked on their quality of
language. (See page 13 for advice on using words from the text.) Section B is worth 30 marks.

We recommend students spend no more than 50 minutes on this section.

Section C is a translation into English. This will be an unseen passage and is worth 20 marks.
We recommend students spend no more than 20 minutes on this section.

Note: students are not permitted access to a dictionary during the examination.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free. 49



Paper 2: Written response to works and translation

Written examination: 2 hours and 40 minutes
30% of the qualification
120 marks

Section A is a translation into Chinese and is worth 20 marks. The content of the passage is
related to any of the four themes. We recommend students spend no more than 30 minutes on
this section.

Sections B and C each require a written response to one of the set works.

At A level, students are required to respond to two questions on two different works. For each
question the maximum mark is 50, totalling 100 for this section. The works may comprise one
book and one film, or two books. The works are listed in Appendix 2 of the specification:
Prescribed literary texts and films. The literary texts listed include novels and short stories. All of
the films are feature-length.

In each of Sections B and C, students have a choice of three questions. Students must write two
essays selected from Section B (literary texts) or one selected from Section B (literary texts) and
one from Section C (films).

Note: students are not permitted access to a dictionary or any documentation relating to the
works during the examination.

Frequently-asked questions on the writing paper

Why are the AS and A level lists of works different?

To facilitate co-teaching at least half the works are available at both AS and A level. However,
some of the works are suitable only for A level study, so for this reason are not on the AS level
list.

How much knowledge are students required to have beyond the works?

We would expect that students acquire some background information in the teaching and
learning of the works, including, but not limited to, the following:

e author

e the work’s purpose

e the work’s social context
e the work’s style

There are also works for which this background is essential to the understanding of the plot. For
example:

(TtHmrEE) (BiEI/)a)
DB MAERERE TEMHAL S AL -

In this example, it is clear that having some understanding of the social changes in China since
the reform and opening up policies in 1978 (e.g. migrant workers in cities) would help students
in their understanding of the film’s plot. However, the question still relates to what they see in
the film. It is essential that students use evidence from the works in order to answer the
questions, and do not write a generic response that is based on their knowledge of, for example,
the reform and opening up policies in 1978.
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Can students study more than two works? Do they declare all the works on the RP3 form?

If there is time, students can certainly study as many of the set works as they wish, and this
would then, of course, afford them a greater choice in the assessment. However, it is important
that students have in-depth knowledge of the works studied, including the ability to use
quotations. On the RP3 form they should list all the works from the set list that they have
studied, and on which, therefore, they can possibly answer in the written examination, especially
as the oral assessment will take place before the written assessment. Students should therefore
be encouraged to conduct their independent research away from the set lists of works in order to
ensure they can meet the criteria of both assessments.

How many quotations do students need to use?

There is no requirement for a specific number of quotations, although quotations are needed to
provide a critical analysis with convincing interpretations. This is made clear in the mark scheme
Critical and analytical response (AO4):

Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or social contexts is frequently
demonstrated, with some convincing interpretations and points of view,
predominantly justified with appropriately selected evidence from the
work.

Paper 3: Speaking

The speaking assessment is conducted internally and is externally assessed. Students may also
attend a regional Pearson office to be assessed by a Pearson-appointed examiner. It is worth 72
marks and comprises 30% of the qualification.

Total assessment time: between 21 and 23 minutes, which includes 5 minutes’ formal
preparation time

Task 1 requires students to choose one sub-theme from a choice of two (these can be any of the
eight sub-themes from one of the four overall themes). They will then discuss a statement on
their chosen stimulus card. Task 1 is worth 30 marks.

Task 2 is the Independent Research Presentation and requires students to give a short summary
of their chosen topic, followed by a discussion with the examiner on their research. Task 2 is
worth 42 marks.

The assessment will be available in Mandarin and Cantonese.
Full details of the expectations of the speaking assessment can be found in the next section.
NB: All mark schemes can be found in the Sample Assessment Materials.
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5.4 Further details on the speaking assessment

Paper 3 in both AS and A level is the speaking assessment, which is technically considered a
non-examination assessment. In both cases, either the teacher or a Pearson-appointed examiner
at a regional Pearson office will conduct the assessment and send the recordings to Edexcel for
marking.

AS level

The total assessment time will be between 27 and 30 minutes, including 15 minutes’ preparation
time.

Assessments will be conducted by teachers-examiners in one session within a prescribed five-
week assessment period. This will take place in April and May in any single year.

Before the assessment

Teachers may open the materials up to three working days before the exam. This time does not
include weekends so if, for example, an exam is scheduled for a Monday then materials can be
opened on the previous Wednesday. This is to ensure the smooth running of the examination
and to allow teachers to prepare. The teacher must not share information about the material
with anyone in advance of the assessment. Edexcel will provide the centre with a grid detailing
the different cards that each candidate will be allocated (an example can be found on page 111
of the Sample Assessment Materials). The teacher can use this grid to plan for the assessment,
but must not share details with students.

The assessment

Each student is given 15 minutes’ preparation time for the whole of the assessment. This must
be in a secure area and students must be invigilated. Students are allowed to make notes on
both tasks (maximum of one side of A4 paper), and they can bring these notes into the
examination room. The student will be given the stimulus material for Tasks 1 and 2 to prepare
within this time.

Task 1: This is to last between 7 and 9 minutes.

This relates to Theme 1 only: Social issues and trends. There is no choice of card and the
student must be given the card in accordance with the sequencing grid supplied in the
assessment pack.

The student card features two texts without prompts.

The examiner card has the four questions which must be asked of the student in the order given.
Questions must not be rephrased but can be repeated.

e Question 1 asks students to outline the main ideas of the first text.
e Question 2 asks students about a specific detail in the first text.

e Question 3 asks students to say whether they agree or disagree with the material highlighted
in the second text, and give reasons.

e Question 4 is an open question about the subject matter of the card and requires the
students to give their opinion. For example: Do you think the education system in China puts
too much pressure on young people?

After these four initial questions, the examiner must then ask follow-up questions on any other

aspect(s) of the same sub-theme for the remainder of the task. Some optional generic questions

are provided in the Sample Assessment Materials, but the questions need to enable the student
to demonstrate understanding of the Chinese-speaking cultural and social context by expressing

relevant ideas and opinions, and providing relevant exemplification/information. For example, R
o] DI AIRRAR..... 15 ?
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Task 2: This is to last between 5 and 6 minutes.

The card relates to Theme 2 only: Artistic culture in Chinese-speaking countries.

The student will have been given one card out of six for Theme 2 (following the sequence
outlined by Edexcel) just before the start of the 15 minutes’ preparation time. Students do not
have a choice of cards for this task.

Each card has three prompts for the student to consider. For example:
Sub-theme: X{L/E&)
PEIER
Prompts: {RINEE R N EIZR
o NMA—ETZHANPEHSET -
o FHEFEBABMTESEESEFENTEHES -

o TEHEBFHIINEBRRARSIA -

The examiner must first ask the three compulsory questions in the order in which they appear on
the examiner card. Questions may be repeated, but rephrasing is not allowed.

The examiner then develops the discussion by asking appropriate follow-up questions relating to
the subject matter of the stimulus. In the example above, the examiner could ask:

o ROJDIRAIRLZFHEMMEEN ?

o REEREZE?
After this, the examiner must broaden the discussion by moving on to any other aspect(s) of the
same sub-theme. In the example above, this means the examiner can then ask questions on &1%&
or F#% or BE.
Questions asked should allow students to demonstrate understanding of the cultural and social

context by expressing and justifying relevant ideas and opinions, providing relevant
exemplification/information, and developing arguments and drawing conclusions.

In both Tasks 1 and 2, students should ask questions which elicit opinions as part of the natural
discourse and to confirm that their own points of view have been understood. For example: {REH
BENERIF?

The examiner must ensure that he or she keeps within the time limit and that students spend

the appropriate time on each section. However, students will not be penalised for small
variations in timings.

After the assessment:

e Students must sign a declaration form

e Forms and recordings are then submitted to Edexcel for marking.
Frequently-asked questions on AS speaking

How much time do you spend on the compulsory questions?

Examiners must ensure they adhere to the timings as closely as possible for each task. Within
the tasks, the examiner should allow as much time as necessary for students to access the full
mark range. However, if students are obviously struggling on a question, then the examiner
should move on.

Can you repeat questions, even if students do not ask you to?

It is not necessary to repeat questions. However, if the student has not answered the question
correctly, you may wish to ask the question again (note, however, that this could also prove
confusing for the student).
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Questioning by students: can Edexcel provide a list of typical questions which students are
expected to ask?

There are examples of questions which students could ask on page 110 of the Sample
Assessment Materials.

Further support is available on the Edexcel website and through training - see the
Training for Pearson website.

A level

The total assessment time will be between 21 and 23 minutes, including five minutes’
preparation time.

Task 1
Before the assessment

The centre will inform Edexcel of the date(s) on which it intends to conduct the speaking
assessment. Three days before the centre’s assessment window, the teacher-examiner will be
able to download the secure material in order to ensure smooth running of the examination. The
teacher must not share information about the material with anyone in advance of the
assessment. Edexcel will provide the centre with a grid detailing the different cards that each
candidate will be allocated (an example can be found on page 125 of the Sample Assessment
Materials). The teacher can use this grid to plan for the assessment, but must not share details
with students.

On the day

Part 1 (discussion on a Theme): Students have approximately 6 to 7 minutes’ discussion time
for this task.

Content for this task will be based on any of the 8 sub-themes from one of the four overall
themes listed on pages 9-10 of the specification. For example, XE, L EBIRIE, 5 etc.

The invigilator offers the student a choice of two cards just before the preparation time begins.
The invigilator will ask the student, for example, whether he or she wants the card on Traditions
or the card on Communications and technology. N.B. the student must not see the card until the
choice has been made.

On each card is one statement.
The student is then given five minutes to prepare.
After the five minutes’ preparation time, the assessment begins:
e The examiner will start by asking which card the student has chosen.
e The examiner will then ask the two compulsory questions relating to the statement.
e The examiner will then ask follow-up questions relating to the subject matter on the card.
For example, student 1 is given the choice of Traditions or Communications and technology. The
student chooses Traditions. There is one statement on the card with prompts:
FRAHPEERETHREED -
RInEZ R N EME
o FRAHPEGEREHRIEHBHYRE -

o FEEREUNEBERIFEN?
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The examiner will then ask the two questions on the card:
FRAHPEEREHREEE -
1 BHEEEAHPEREREHREHEE?
2 EBEREREBEREER?

The examiner will then follow up with additional questions relating to the statement on the
stimulus card.

Part 2
The examiner must then broaden the discussion to cover other aspects of the overall theme. In

the example above, this would mean the examiner could ask questions on other aspects of
traditions, customs or cultural activities.

The questions must enable the student to meet the assessment criteria, i.e. to elicit examples
and information to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the cultural and social
context, and to analyse aspects of the theme by developing and justifying arguments and
forming conclusions. The examiner may use some of the generic questions as provided in the

Sample Assessment Materials. For example: RO FIFREE.....0I5 ?
Frequently-asked questions
In Part 1 do students need to adopt a 'for/against’ position on the statement?

No, this is not necessary, as the statement might not necessarily allow them to do this. However,
they must be able to justify their opinions.

How much factual knowledge do students need to have?

Teachers should consult the Knowledge and understanding mark grid in the specification or the
Sample Assessment Materials, as this provides detail on how students are rewarded. There is no
requirement for students to be able to list facts. However, they do need to provide examples and
justify these examples.

Note also that Task 1 is marked as a whole, so it might be possible for students to provide fuller
detail in the follow-up questions.

In the speaking assessment, can the examiner change the formal question to the informal form,
or is that considered to be rephrasing?

Questions should be asked as they are written on the card.

If a student says "Do you mean ...?” after the examiner asks the question, can you answer “Yes”
or "No”?

We would encourage the examiner to repeat the question as phrased on the card. However, if
the student is struggling, then we would expect there to be some additional support, though this
may affect the mark the student is ultimately awarded.

Can you ask the invigilator which cards students have chosen, or do you have to wait until the
students tell you?

It is fine for the invigilator to tell you which card students have chosen.
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Task 2: Independent research project (IRP)

Students have approximately 10 to 11 minutes for this task.
Prior to the exam

Choosing the project

The independent research project (IRP) allows students to conduct in-depth research into an
aspect of Chinese-speaking culture or life in which they are particularly interested. Students
should be encouraged to think carefully about what they want to research, as the subject must
allow them not only to showcase what they have learned about the subject, but also to analyse
the subject in some depth.

The IRP may be based on any of the four themes of study or on a subject of interest of the
student’s choosing, but must relate to the Chinese-speaking cultural and social context. Should
students choose a subject relating to one of the specification themes, it is possible that the same
theme could come up in Task 1. Students should therefore go beyond the specification sub-
themes and should ensure they have conducted wider reading on their chosen subject.

The IRP must not be based on one of the literary works or films studied for Paper 2. Students
will receive a mark of zero for Task 2 if their IRP focuses on a work studied for Paper 2.
However, an IRP could focus on a wider exploration of the author or film-maker of those works
studied. For example, if studying a novel by a particular author for Paper 2, the IRP must not
focus on that novel, as this would be a duplication of content. However, the independent
research could focus on the life of the author, or the aspects of society which motivated the
author in the broader sense.

Once students have chosen the subject which they wish to research, they will need to decide
upon a question or statement which they will then investigate individually. This might also help
students to narrow down their choice of subject.

When to start the independent research project (IRP)

The IRP can be started at any point within the two-year course. However, the IRP form must be
submitted to Edexcel at least three weeks before the start of the assessment. This form requires
students to note down key findings, as well as sources. This is to allow examiners the time to
prepare their questions.

Sources

As part of the assessment, students must refer to at least two written Chinese-speaking sources
and the student’s declaration form provides space for up to four. These could, of course, be from
newspaper articles, perhaps found on the internet. We advise students to keep a record of all the
sources they have used, and teachers to give some support in how to use sources. There are
many websites to which students can be directed, and it is also advisable that teachers help
students locate resources.

The assessment

Part 1: Students give a presentation of a maximum of two minutes. This presentation must
include:

e asummary of at least two of the written Chinese-speaking sources they have used as part of
their research

e the authors’ main points/ideas
e a personal response.
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Part 2: Following on from the presentation, the examiner then moves on to a discussion of the
student’s research, including a wider exploration of the content of the student’s presentation and
of the research as a whole. The examiner should use the RP3 form, completed by the student, to
identify questions in advance, in order to ensure that the discussion remains focused on the
research.

In both tasks, students are expected to ask questions which elicit opinions as part of the natural
discourse and to confirm that their own points of view have been understood. A list of suggested
questions has been provided in the specification and should be shared with students.

Examiners should not give lengthy answers, but acknowledge the question and move on. If the
student does not ask a question, this can be prompted by the examiner.

Frequently-asked questions
Can students make comparisons with the home country?

There may, of course, be instances where it is necessary or interesting to bring in examples or
comparisons with the home country. For example, this could be used to strengthen an argument.
However, the assessment criteria for Knowledge and understanding of society and culture (AO4)
clearly rewards students who focus on Chinese-speaking cultural and social contexts, so we
would recommend that comparison with the home country is limited.

Can students refer to their literary works/films as evidence to support their argument?

Quotations from the literary works or close reference to the films may be applicable for use as
evidence to support an argument. However, students must refer to two other written Chinese-
speaking sources in order to access marks from the grid Responding to written language in
speech (AO2)

Can all my students cover the same topic?

It is envisaged, especially in large centres, that some students might have similar interests and
might therefore wish to cover the same topic. This is acceptable and encourages teamwork.
However, the statement or question for each student’s project must be different, as well as the
angle from which they are approaching it.

What can teachers help their students with?

Below is a list of what teachers must and must not do. Further clarification can also be sought
from the assessment team and the FAQs on Conducting the AS/A level speaking exam.

What sources should my students use?

Teachers should help their students in identifying suitable sources, and also help them analyse
sources. Students should be encouraged to use a variety of sources, including (but not limited
to):

e newspaper articles

e videos from the period in time (such as news reports or speeches)
e academic articles

e critical reviews for books and films.

Independent research — Advice for teachers in supporting students

Teachers can:

e give guidance on developing research skills (including methodology and analytical tools)
e give guidance on selecting a subject and question or statement for the student’s IRP

e explain what independence means (see definition in Guidance on the independent research
project in the specification)

e comment on the suitability of the area of research (availability of resources, time constraints)
e give guidance and advice on completing Form RP3

e advise on and direct students to the Assessment Objectives

e provide a selection of resources for student access.
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Teachers must:

confirm that the question or statement has the potential to meet the requirements of the
assessment criteria, and offer general guidance on any necessary amendments

ensure that the question or statement does not correspond with one of the literary works or
films which the student has studied for Paper 2: teachers will be able to identify this from the
information given on Form RP3; students will receive a mark of zero for Task 2 if their IRP
focuses on a work studied for Paper 2

review each student’s Form RP3; teachers should ensure that the research can suitably fulfil
the specification requirements and should give general guidance on the methodology and
analytical tools which the student could use

promote good practice, such as referencing and using a bibliography system

sign the student’s Form RP3 before the examination to declare that the IRP is wholly the
student’s work

monitor the different research projects being undertaken in a centre to ensure that
independence is being maintained; if more than one student chooses to research the same
topic, the teacher must ensure that each student has a different question or statement and,
therefore, an independent focus.

Teachers must not:

give students a choice of questions or statements from which they then choose, including a
group question or statement for whole-class research

give detailed feedback or guidance to individual students about how to improve their work to
meet the requirements of the assessment criteria; the guidance provided should only enable
students to take the initiative in making amendments, rather than detailing what
amendments should be made; this could include:

e suggesting additional sources to consult
e broadening or narrowing their topic of research
rehearse or provisionally assess the student’s presentation

provide access to, or rehearse, questions which will be used in the assessment of the
student’s independent research.

Examining technique checklist

The following guidelines will be helpful for teacher-examiners in preparing to administer the
speaking assessments.

The examiner’s opening should put the student at ease.

The examiner should remain friendly and encouraging throughout.

The examiner should keep input to a minimum.

There should be a predominance of open questions and encouragement.
The examiner should refrain from proffering anecdotes, opinions, advice or information.
The conversation/discussion should flow naturally.

The examiner should take the student beyond learned or prepared material.
The examiner should interrupt any pre-rehearsed sections.

The examiner’s interventions should be sufficiently demanding.

The examiner should take the student to his/her linguistic ceiling.

The closing should be upbeat, but not effusive.

The examiner should keep to time for all elements of the assessments.
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